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MEETING 
MONDAY MAY 19 • 7:30PM 
AT THE CTVIC CENTER 
84 Broad Street • Bloomfield 

MARTHA WASHINGTON 
Our First First Lady 

Once again the Historical Society of 
Bloomfield is sponsoring an historical 
interpretation from the American 
Historical Theatre for its May 19th gener
al meeting at the Bloomfield Civic Center. 
Martha Washington will be interpreted 

by Pat Jordan, an accomplished singer 
with a B.A., in Theater from Villanova 
and voice training at Julliard Opera 
Workshop. Added to her acting and 
singing abilities is her strong interest in 
history. She has mastered the characters 

Pat Jordan will interpret Martha Washington in 
Mays Meeting, 

of Betsy Ross, Amelia Earhart, and 
Martha Washington, teaches acting to 
young people, and appeared in films and 
commercials. She has an extensive 
wardrobe of costumes and worked with 
the American Historical Theatre for about 
ten years. 
Although widow Martha Custis brought 

great wealth to George Washington 
through their marriage in 1759, perhaps 
the most precious gifts she brought to the 
marriage were her children, Jackey and 
Patsey, for that marriage would otherwise 
have been childless. So it was a great 
blow to both when Patsey died in child
hood. Jack Custis accompanied his step
father during many campaigns in the 
Revolution and died of fever during the 
siege of Yorktown. Martha and George 
adopted Jack's two children, Eleanor, 3, 
and G.W. Parke Custis, a baby of a few 
months. The children grew up at Mt. 
Vernon. 
Martha Washington played many roles 

besides that of mother. This program, 
developed by the American Historical 
Theatre, will tell us about them through 
Pat Jordan's historical interpretation. 
This is a free program, open to the pub

lic. It will take place at the Civic Center, 
84 Broad Street, in Bloomfield, at 7:30 
p.m. sharp, on May 19, a Monday. 
This Horizon Speakers Bureau program 

is offered by the New Jersey Council for 
the Humanities, a state partner of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities. 

A HOT TIME IN THE CENTER 
In August of 1892, The Harris Brothers, 

proprietors of "The Bloomfield Beehive", 
announced plans for a modern brick building 
to be built at The Center. (See page 28 of the 
Arcadia Book "Images of America: 
Bloomfield") It was planned as a three story 
structure, 40 feet wide and 200 feet deep. 
The first floor was originally divided into 
two stores, one of them occupied by the 
Harris Brothers, the other by Nathan Russell, 
Real Estate, and the source of many of our 
historic photographs. 
This impressive building stood on 

Washington Street directly opposite the end 
of Broad Street and was visible from as far 
away as the Public Library. The construction 
was substantial, consisting of yellow Roman 
brick with ornate brown terra cotta moldings 
and details. Three arches supported an elab
orate pressed metal cornice and a decorative 
balustrade, with the legend "Central 
Building" in a cartouche over the center 
arch.A special feature was the public hall on 
the second floor. It was described as seating 
600 people, but boasted that "under pressure, 
1,000 people will be able to get in." 
Fortunately, the hall had long been aban
doned when the building met its fate. 
In December of 1978, a general alarm fire 

wrecked the Central Building. More than 70 
firefighters from Bloomfield, Glen Ridge, 
East Orange, and Newark battled the blaze, 
which sent billowing clouds of black smoke 
over the Center. Tenants of the building 
included the Federal Shoe Store on the first 
floor and Beneficial Finance on the second. 
The high point for the spectators came when 
Beneficial's safe crashed through the shoe 

store and into the basement. 
Although the very old frame building on 

the corner of Washington Street and 
Glenwood was saved, it, too, became a casu
alty of carelessness when an overheated cof
fee maker set it on fire a few years later, 
destroying Wise Opticians, a delicatessen 
and several other businesses as well. 
The following day, a strange sight 

appeared in front of the ruins: hundreds of 
single shoes, thoroughly soaked, scattered all 
over the pavement. (It is said that several 
prominent citizens were seen holding one 
shoe in their size and diligently searching the 
pavement for its mate.) Among those pres
ent included HSOB Members Dorothy 
Johnson, (who took many photographs), 
John Gibson, and your editor. 
This photograph, from the files of the 

Bloomfield Fire Department, was given to 
the editor by retired Captain John Corona. 

' ATTENTION ^ 
Follow your best intentions -
PLEASE PAY YOUR 

DUES NOW 
Continue to support the Society 
and remain on the mailing list for 
the Newsletter with notices of 

meetings. 
We thank all who have paid 
prompdy - and are waiting 

to thank tardy payers! 


